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1
METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR
DELIVERING ELECTRONIC
IDENTIFICATION COMPONENTS OVER A
WIRELESS NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 14/049,185, entitled “METHODS AND APPA-
RATUS FOR DELIVERING ELECTRONIC IDENTIFICA-
TION COMPONENTS OVER A WIRELESS NETWORK”
filed Oct. 8, 2013, which is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 13/111,801, entitled “METHODS AND
APPARATUS FOR DELIVERING ELECTRONIC IDEN-
TIFICATION COMPONENTS OVER A WIRELESS NET-
WORK?” filed May 19, 2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,555,067,
issued on Oct. 8, 2013, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/407,862, entitled
“METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR DELIVERING
ELECTRONICIDENTIFICATION COMPONENTS OVER
A WIRELESS NETWORK? filed on Oct. 28, 2010, each of
which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety for all
purposes.

FIELD

The present invention relates generally wireless systems
such as for example systems in which devices communicate
using cellular networks. More particularly, in one exemplary
aspect, the present invention is directed to methods and appa-
ratus for delivering electronic identification components to a
cellular device, over a cellular network.

BACKGROUND

Access control is required for secure communication in
most prior art wireless radio communication systems. As an
example, one simple access control scheme might include: (i)
verifying the identity of a communicating party, and (ii)
granting a level of access commensurate with the verified
identity. Within the context of an exemplary cellular system,
access control is governed by an access control client,
referred to as a Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) which is
physically embodied within a physical card form factor Uni-
versal Integrated Circuit Card (UICC). During operation, the
SIM card authenticates the subscriber to the cellular network.
After successful authentication, the subscriber is allowed
access to the cellular network.

Each SIM card is associated with a single user account,
where the user account data is permanently stored on the SIM
card. If a user wishes to change services from an existing
account to a new account, the user needs to replace the exist-
ing SIM card with a new SIM card (e.g., by physically remov-
ing the existing SIM card from the SIM card slot, and insert-
ing the new SIM card). In short, the user account is tied to the
SIM card and not the mobile device itself. Consequently,
adding additional accounts requires using a new SIM card.
For example, when a subscriber travels to a new service area,
the subscriber must often choose between paying high roam-
ing fees, or purchasing a new SIM card. Similarly, for users
that change between billing accounts (e.g., sharing a phone
for work and personal use, etc.), the user must constantly
switch between SIM cards. Some devices have attempted to
address this issue by providing multiple card receptacles, so
as to enable multiple SIM cards. However, these “multi-card”
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solutions are undesirable, as additional SIM card receptacles
take significant area, and do not address the root inflexibility
of SIM card accounts.

Moreover, existing SIM solutions consist of one or more
SIM software identities that are “hardcoded” to a physical
UICC card media; i.e., the SIM card assembly cannot be
reprogrammed, etc. For all practical intents and purposes,
prior art SIM cards are indivisible; that is, the SIM software is
inseparable from the physical UICC card media. Conse-
quently, certain operations cannot be performed within the
existing SIM card framework. For example, a SIM cannot be
moved between SIM cards, modified, revoked, and/or
enabled for different network carriers. Consequently, as
described in greater detail subsequently herein, existing SIM
card solutions have become increasingly inadequate for the
evolving complexities of cellular technologies (and other
wireless technologies).

Thus, improved solutions are required for providing users
with the ability to obtain (e.g., purchase) and manage user
accounts. Such improved solutions should ideally support
delivery of a new or different user account to previously
deployed or purchased devices, without also requiring a new
SIM card.

SUMMARY

The present invention satisfies the aforementioned needs
by providing, inter alia, improved apparatus and methods for
secure acquisition and delivery of access control clients.

In a first aspect of the invention, a method of receiving an
access control client over a wireless network is disclosed. In
one embodiment, the method includes: establishing an autho-
rized data session, wherein the authorized data session has a
first set of access rights; selecting an access control client, the
access control client having a second set of access rights;
receiving one or more update packages; assembling the one or
more update packages into the access control client; and
executing the access control client.

In asecond aspect of the invention, a method for modifying
a device operating system over a wireless network is dis-
closed. In one embodiment, the method includes establishing
an authorized data session, wherein the authorized data ses-
sion has a first set of access rights; receiving one or more
update packages; assembling the one or more update pack-
ages into an operating system component; and wherein the
operating system component is configured for operation with
an access control client, the access control client having a
second set of access rights.

In athird aspect of the invention, a method for receiving an
access control client over a network is disclosed. In one
embodiment, the method includes: establishing an authorized
data session, wherein the authorized data session has a first set
of access rights enabling access to one or more packages
associated with an access control client; downloading the one
or more packages associated with the access control client,
wherein the access control client has a second set of access
rights; assembling the access control client based at least in
part on the downloaded one or more packages; and establish-
ing a subscriber session with the assembled access control
client.

In one variant, the authorized data session includes a
mutual verification between the wireless network and a
recipient device. For example, the mutual verification may
include a cryptographic key protocol. In one such instance,
the cryptographic key protocol is based on one or more asym-
metric Rivest Shamir and Adelman (RSA) public and private
keys.
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In other variations, the second set of access rights enables
one or more customer services such as for example: placing or
receiving a voice call, accessing a network, accessing a media
file. Alternately, the first set of access rights is not enabled for
customer services.

In a fourth aspect of the invention, a method of modifying
a device operating system over a network is disclosed. In one
embodiment, the method includes: establishing an authorized
data session having a first set of access rights; receiving an
update request via the authorized data session, and respon-
sively generating an appropriate update package; and trans-
mitting one or more update packages via the authorized data
session. The one or more update packages are configured for
operation with an access control client, the access control
client having a second set of access rights.

In one variant, the network is a wireless network, and the
authorized data session includes a mutual verification
between the wireless network and the device.

In a second variant, the first set of access rights is substan-
tially limited to exchanging update packages. Alternatively,
in other variants, the second set of access rights enables one or
more subscriber sessions. As another alternative, the first set
of'access rights is a subset of the second set of access rights.
In still a further alternative, the second set of access rights is
selected based on one or more user selections. Moreover, the
update request may include the one or more user selections.
One or more update options may also be presented to the
device.

In another aspect of the invention, a wireless apparatus is
disclosed. In one embodiment, the wireless apparatus
includes: one or more wireless interfaces adapted to connect
to one or more wireless networks; a secure element adapted to
store a plurality of user access data elements, each user access
data element being associated with a corresponding network;
aprocessor; and a storage device in data communication with
the processor, the storage device including computer-execut-
able instructions.

In one variant, the computer-executable instructions are
configured to, when executed by the processor: establish an
authorized data session limited to a first set of access rights;
request an update for an access control client via the autho-
rized data session; and establish a subscriber session with the
updated access control client, wherein the subscriber session
has a second set of access rights.

In a second variant, the wireless device is a mobile device,
and the access control client is an electronic Subscriber Iden-
tity Module (eSIM).

In yet another aspect of the invention, a network apparatus
is disclosed. In one embodiment, the network apparatus
includes: one or more interfaces adapted to communicate
with one or more wireless devices; a processor; and a storage
device in data communication with the processor, the storage
device including computer-executable instructions. In one
variant, the computer-executable instructions are configured
to, when executed by the processor: establish an authorized
data session with one of the one or more wireless devices, the
authorized data session having a first set of access rights;
receive an update request from the one wireless device and
responsively generate an appropriate update package; trans-
mit the generated update package. The generated update
package is configured for operation with an access control
client, the access control client having a second set of access
rights.

In yet another aspect of the invention, a computer readable
apparatus is disclosed. In one embodiment, the apparatus
comprises a storage medium configured to store at least one
computer program. In one variant, the program includes
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instructions which, when executed: establish an authorized
data session having a first set of access rights; receive one or
more update packages; and assemble the one or more update
packages into an operating system component.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
immediately be recognized by persons of ordinary skill in the
art with reference to the attached drawings and detailed
description of exemplary embodiments as given below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a logical ladder diagram illustrating prior art
Authentication and Key Agreement (AKA) procedure using a
Subscriber Identity Module (SIM).

FIG. 2 is a logical flow diagram detailing one exemplary
embodiment for programming a mobile device eSIM, in
accordance with various aspects of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a logical flow diagram detailing one exemplary
embodiment for programming a mobile device operating sys-
tem, in accordance with various aspects of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 is a logical flow diagram illustrating one embodi-
ment of a generalized method for programming components
of'a mobile device according to the invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an exemplary apparatus useful
for implementing the methods of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference is now made to the drawings, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout.

In one aspect, the present invention provides methods and
apparatus for delivering an access control client to a device,
over a network. In one exemplary embodiment, a cellular
network can securely deliver an eSIM to a cellular device
after the cellular device is deployed. In particular, the cellular
device is pre-programmed with limited capabilities for con-
necting to the network. The cellular device has some limited
access capabilities to connect to an update portal, but must
receive a fully featured eSIM to make voice calls, receive and
transmit user data, etc. For example, a user purchases a
mobile device (e.g., a cellular phone) with a simple access
module. The access module is configured to connect to the
cellular network, authenticate the device, and enable the user
to purchase or retrieve a full featured eSIM. The cellular
network securely delivers the eSIM that is assembled and
activated by the bootstrap OS.

As described in greater detail herein, one exemplary
embodiment of the present invention discloses an access
module system that can facilitate delivery of components
associated with an access control client (including for
example, the operating system, and access control client com-
ponents). After receiving properly delivered packages that
have been correctly signed and/or encrypted, the operating
system can assemble and load the components. In various
incarnations of the present invention, the packages can be
used to deliver operating systems, access control clients, user
account data, etc.

In one aspect, the present invention also contemplates soft-
ware based updates for managing the entire life cycle of the
wireless device. Accordingly, the flexibility allotted to the
presented methodologies include capabilities for replace-
ment of any software element of the wireless device, includ-
ing even the access module, and/or operating system compo-
nents. For example, a cellular device can receive an entirely
new operating system to update its authentication algorithm.
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Various other useful applications for the disclosed inven-
tion include evolving security capabilities, updating revision
control, post deployment provisioning of new features and
services.

Exemplary embodiments and aspects of the present inven-
tion are now described in detail. While these embodiments
and aspects are primarily discussed in the context of Sub-
scriber Identity Modules (SIMs) of a GSM, GPRS/EDGE, or
UMTS cellular network, it will be recognized by those of
ordinary skill that the present invention is not so limited. In
fact, the various aspects of the invention are useful in any
wireless network (whether cellular or otherwise) that can
benefit from the secure modification, storage and execution of
access control entities or clients.

It will also be recognized that while the term “subscriber
identity module” (SIM) is used herein (e.g., eSIM), this term
in no way necessarily connotes or requires either (i) use by a
subscriber per se (i.e., the invention may be practiced by a
subscriber or non-subscriber); (ii) identity of a single indi-
vidual (i.e., the invention may be practiced on behalf of a
group of individuals such as a family, or intangible or ficti-
tious entity such as an enterprise); or (iii) any tangible “mod-
ule” equipment or hardware.

Within the context of prior art UMTS cellular networks, a
user equipment (UE) includes a mobile device and a Univer-
sal Subscriber Identity Module (USIM). The USIM is a logi-
cal software entity that is stored and executed from a physical
Universal Integrated Circuit Card (UICC). A variety of infor-
mation is stored in the USIM such as subscriber information,
as well as the keys and algorithms used for authentication
with the network operator in order to obtain wireless network
services.

Generally, UICCs are programmed with a USIM prior to
subscriber distribution; the pre-programming or “personal-
ization” is specific to each network operator. For example,
before deployment, the USIM is associated with an Interna-
tional Mobile Subscriber Identify (IMSI), a unique Integrated
Circuit Card Identifier (ICC-ID) and a specific authentication
key (K). The network operator stores the association in a
registry contained within the network’s Authentication Cen-
ter (AuC). After personalization the UICC can be distributed
to subscribers.

Referring now to FIG. 1, one exemplary Authentication
and Key Agreement (AKA) procedure 100 using the afore-
mentioned prior art USIM is illustrated in detail. During
normal authentication procedures, the UE 102 acquires the
International Mobile Subscriber Identifier (IMSI) from the
USIM 104. The UE passes it to the Serving Network (SN) 106
of the network operator or the visited core network. The SN
forwards the authentication request to the AuC 108 of the
Home Network (HN). The HN compares the received IMSI
with the AuC’s registry and obtains the appropriate K. The
HN generates a random number (RAND) and signs it with K
using an algorithm to create the expected response (XRES).
The HN further generates a Cipher Key (CK) and an Integrity
Key (IK) for use in cipher and integrity protection as well as
an Authentication Token (AUTN) using various algorithms.
The HN sends an authentication vector, consisting of the
RAND, XRES, CK, and AUTN to the SN. The SN stores the
authentication vector only for use in a one-time authentica-
tion process. The SN passes the RAND and AUTN to the UE.

Once the UE 102 receives the RAND and AUTN, the
USIM 104 verifies if the received AUTN is valid. If so, the UE
uses the received RAND to compute its own response (RES)
using the stored K and the same algorithm that generated the
XRES. The UE passes the RES back to the SN. The SN 106
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6

compares the XRES to the received RES and if they match,
the SN authorizes the UE to use the operator’s wireless net-
work services.

In the context of the exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, instead of using a physical UICC as in the prior art,
the UICC is emulated as a virtual or electronic entity such as
e.g., a software application, hereafter referred to as an Elec-
tronic Universal Integrated Circuit Card (eUICC), that is con-
tained within a secure element (e.g., secure microprocessor or
storage device) in the UE. The eUICC is capable of storing
and managing multiple USIM elements, referred hereafter as
Electronic Subscriber Identity Modules (eSIM). Each eSIM
contains the same data of a typical USIM. The eUICC selects
an eSIM based upon the eSIM’s ICC-ID. Once the eUICC
selects the desired eSIM(s), the UE can initiate an authenti-
cation procedure to obtain wireless network services from the
eSIM’s corresponding network operator.

FIG. 2 is a process diagram of one exemplary embodiment
200 of secure delivery of eSIM data according to the inven-
tion. A user purchases a wireless device from an authorized
retail entity for a local carrier, the eUICC of the wireless
device is pre-loaded with an access module. See, e.g., co-
owned and co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/080,521 filed on Apr. 5, 2011 and entitled “METHODS
AND APPARATUS FOR STORAGE AND EXECUTION
OF ACCESS CONTROL CLIENTS”, previously incorpo-
rated by reference herein, which describes exemplary appa-
ratus and methods for establishing trusted communications.

The limited functionality of the access module is config-
ured to establish data connections with a predefined data
portal of the local carrier network, download software pack-
ages from the update portal, and assemble the received pack-
ages. These packages may include, in whole or in part, oper-
ating system components, access control clients, user account
data, etc. In the following example, the user downloads a new
eSIM to their device electronically, thereby obviating any
physical component possession requirements. The eSIM
authenticates the user, and thereafter the network grants
access to the user; network access allows end-user operations
such as: making/receiving of cellular calls, browsing the
Internet, accessing audio visual content over the network, etc.

At step 202 of the method 200, the wireless device estab-
lishes an authorized data session between the eUICC secure
element of the mobile device and the local carrier update
portal. The session authorization is based on eUICC module
identification data. The eUICC module identification data
references a pre-existing key specific to the eUICC, although
numerous other approaches recognized by those of ordinary
skill when given the present disclosure may be used as well.
As described in greater detail herein, the eUICC includes an
access module that has in one variant been “burned” or hard-
coded with a public/private key and certificate by an authen-
ticating authority (e.g., the Assignee hereof). The public key
and an endorsement certificate are provided to the local car-
rier update portal. The local carrier update portal verifies the
endorsement certificate (e.g., verification with the authenti-
cating authority that issued the certificate, etc.). If the
endorsement certificate is valid, the local carrier update portal
transmits a vendor certificate, and a session key to the mobile
device, where the vendor certificate and session key are fur-
ther encrypted by the mobile device’s public key. Respon-
sively, the eUICC decrypts the vendor certificate with the
vendor’s public key, and verifies its authenticity. It should be
noted that successful decryption of the vendor’s certificate
with the vendor’s public signature key provides the eUICC
with proof that the signature is not falsified. The mobile
device decrypts the vendor certificate and session key with its
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private key. If the vendor certificate is valid, then the mobile
device accepts the session key.

Successtul completion of the foregoing exchange ensures
that both mobile device and the local carrier update portal are
legitimate, and now have a shared session key. The shared
session key is used to conduct a secure session between the
mobile device and the local carrier update portal.

Referring back to FIG. 2, at step 204, the user (or device
administrative entity) is presented with one or more update
options. The various options may include for example, a
listing of available data plans, available network carrier
options, etc. Upon receiving the user selection at step 206, one
or more packages are prepared by the local carrier update
portal. At step 208, the packages are transmitted to the mobile
device, each package encrypted with the session key.

The one or more packages may for example, include an
eSIM. Other common packages may include additional fea-
tures or components necessary for the SIM OS, or “common
OS”. In particular, while the access module is sufficient to
establish a secured session with the local carrier update por-
tal, it does not offer other elements necessary for SIM opera-
tion. For example, the common OS provides services such as
file input and output, file management, memory allocation,
etc. The common OS in combination with the eUICC soft-
ware emulates services which are traditionally implemented
by a prior art UICC to support SIM operation.

At step 210, after receiving the securely delivered pack-
ages, the bootstrap OS can load and assemble the packages.
Once assembled, the bootstrap OS executes the common OS,
and the common OS loads and executes the appropriate
eSIM. Itshould be noted that the common OS may have either
been delivered via package, or resided within the eUICC,
Moreover, it should also be noted that different eSIMs may
also require different common OS services. The bootstrap OS
should ensure that the eSIM and common OS are compatible.
Compatibility can be verified with version identifiers, trusted
entity certifications, etc. For example, the bootstrap OS may
verify that an eSIM is acceptable for use with the existing
common OS, and has been signed by a trusted entity.

Additional services are activated by e.g., the device
prompting the user for new account information (e.g., user
name, account number, password, and/or PIN) as required
(step 212). Thereafter, the updated mobile device has acti-
vated a full featured eSIM to make voice calls, receive and
transmit user data, etc. Alternatively, in non-cellular imple-
mentations, functions such as access point or gateway access
(e.g., in a WLAN), broadband access, etc. can be enabled
using the foregoing methodology.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention for man-
aging the entire life cycle of the wireless device are described.
The presented programming methodologies support install-
ing security updates, installing OS patches, and/or com-
pletely replacing the one or more aspects of the OS.

In one exemplary embodiment, the eUICC additionally
includes a bootstrap OS and a common OS. The simple boot-
strap OS loads and executes a common OS, and its associated
eSIM, and patches. The operating system is required to sup-
port SIM operation, but is not directly related to user access
control per se. In particular, the common OS provides gener-
alized services such as file input and output, file management,
memory allocation, etc. In extreme cases, a cellular or other
device can receive and assemble an entirely new bootstrap OS
to update its authentication algorithm.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary process 300 for replacing
(or updating) the operating system according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention. Common reasons for requiring
a bootstrap OS update include: newly discovered security
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holes, improvements to authentication algorithms, new capa-
bilities, etc. In some instances, in order to encourage timely
security updates, carriers may opt to disable mobile devices
that have not been updated within a reasonable time. More-
over, the carrier can take proactive action to encourage the
user to update (e.g., repeated reminders with increasing fre-
quency), or even configure the device such that upon notifi-
cation, the update must be completed for continued service
access. Forcible updates (i.e., those performed without user
assent) are also contemplated by the invention in certain
embodiments. Other reasons for replacing or updating the
operating system may include for instance customer driven
considerations e.g., moving to a new cellular network service,
updating product capabilities, purchasing a new cellular con-
tract, etc.

At step 302, the mobile device establishes an authorized
data session between the secure element and the carrier
update portal, via the pre-existing key specific to the eUICC.

In some circumstances, changes to the bootstrap OS will
also require updating corresponding portions of the common
OS, e.g., to enable new security functionality, etc. Accord-
ingly, at step 304 of the illustrated embodiment, the mobile
device may: (i) update only the bootstrap OS portion; (ii)
update the common OS portion, or (iii) update the bootstrap
OS and the common OS. For example, the mobile device may
update its list of supported carriers by updating its bootstrap
OS. Similarly, if the mobile device may update its internal file
structure to support larger eSIM file structures with a com-
mon OS update. Yet further still, the mobile device may be
reprogrammed to support a new carrier, which further
includes changes to the file structure (both bootstrap OS and
common OS are updated).

Ifthe bootstrap OS is updated, then the local carrier update
portal stores the bootstrap OS profile configuration of the
mobile device (step 306). The bootstrap OS profile includes,
but is not limited to, network authentication configuration,
eSIM management, etc. This stored OS profile may be later
used to configure the common OS update package (the com-
mon OS update may be specific to the configuration of the
mobile device). An update package containing the bootstrap
OS is subsequently downloaded onto the mobile device and
assembled into a new bootstrap OS, at step 308. The existing
bootstrap OS in the eUICC is replaced by the new bootstrap
OS at step 310.

If the bootstrap OS does not require any corresponding
changes to the existing common OS, then the device is ready
to operate with the new bootstrap OS. If, on the other hand,
the bootstrap OS update also requires updating at least por-
tions of, the fully featured common OS then, the common OS
update will proceed based at least in part on the updated OS
profile stored at step 306.

Accordingly, the common OS can be downloaded per steps
312. Due to specific implementation requirements of the
mobile device, eUICC, or the local carrier network, the com-
mon OS package, may be customized corresponding to the
OS profile previously stored at step 306 (per step 314). The
fully featured common OS is downloaded onto the mobile
device and assembled into a new common OS.

In some cases, multiple common OSs may be stored within
the mobile device e.g., so as to support multiple eSIMs, etc.
The bootstrap OS will control execution of eSIMs; and this
can include selection of the appropriate common OS. In some
embodiments, execution of the common OS and/or various
components thereof may be made dependent upon compat-
ibility (e.g., bootstrap OS to common OS, common OS com-
ponent to common OS component, etc.)
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Referring now to FIG. 4, one embodiment of a generalized
method 400 for delivering electronic identification compo-
nents via a cellular network is shown. A mobile device with a
pre-loaded limited function access module is distributed to
the end user; e.g., by sale, promotion, as part of a subscription
plan, etc. The limited functionality of the access module is
configured to establish data connections with a local carrier
network, download software packages from the carrier net-
work, and assemble the received packages.

At step 402, the mobile device establishes a connection to
an update portal on one or more acceptable carrier networks.
The update portal could be e.g., a carrier data portal, a third
party software vendor, a mobile device manufacturer, etc.
Various types of network entities capable of providing elec-
tronic identification components are described within U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 13/093,722 filed on Apr. 25, 2011
and entitled “APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR STOR-
ING ELECTRONIC SUBSCRIBER IDENTITY MOD-
ULES”, Ser. No. 13/095,716 filed on Apr. 27, 2011 and
entitled “SYSTEM FOR DISTRIBUTION OF UNIQUE
SUBSCRIBER IDENTITY MODULES”, and U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. Nos. 61/479,319 filed on Apr.
26, 2011 and entitled “ELECTRONIC ACCESS CLIENT
DISTRIBUTION APPARATUS AND METHODS”, and
61/483,582 filed on May 6, 2011 and entitled “METHODS
AND APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING MANAGEMENT
CAPABILITIES FOR ACCESS CONTROL CLIENTS”,
each of'the foregoing being incorporated herein by reference
in its entirety. For example, a eUICC appliance or eSIM depot
are network structures that can establish secure connections
to mobile devices to exchange or modify existing eSIMs.

In some embodiments, the pre-loaded limited functionality
access module may be configured to scan for a plurality of
preferred carriers. If multiple carriers are available, then the
device determines the availability of one or more carrier
networks, and selects from the list of available carriers. In one
embodiment, the list of carriers is additionally prioritized into
“preferred” carriers; preferred carriers are prioritized over
other carriers due to e.g., business considerations, user pref-
erences, etc. In some embodiments, the list of carriers is
present to the user via a graphical user interface (GUI).

In some variants, a carrier couples the mobile device to a
Trusted Service Manager (TSM) portal. The TSM is an entity
that is authorized by the local carrier to deliver update pack-
ages to the mobile device.

In one exemplary embodiment, step 402 requires an autho-
rized data session prior to the device having a functioning
access control client. Specifically, step 402 is performed
before the device has activated a valid eSIM. Reference is
now made to one embodiment of a secure transfer scheme as
described in co-owned, co-filed U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 13/080,521 filed on Apr. 5, 2011 and entitled “METH-
ODS AND APPARATUS FOR STORAGE AND EXECU-
TION OF ACCESS CONTROL CLIENTS”, previously
incorporated herein. Artisans of ordinary skill will appreciate
that the following scheme may be substituted with other
analogous schemes.

Accordingly, in the exemplary embodiment, the mobile
device is hardcoded with a cryptographic public/private key
pair (e.g., Rivest, Shamir and Adleman (RSA) algorithm) that
is stored in a physically protected secure element of the soft-
ware entity e.g., the eUICC. Additionally, the authenticity of
the eUICC and the secrecy of the private key is further attested
to by a trusted entity that has issued an “endorsement” cer-
tificate for the eUICC key pair. One example of a trusted
entity may be e.g., the device manufacturer, a network opera-
tor, etc.
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As a brief aside, a public/private key pair includes a secret
private key, and a published public key. A message encrypted
with the public key can only be decrypted using the proper
private key. Public/private key schemes are considered
“asymmetric”, as the key used to encrypt and decrypt are
different, and thus the encrypter and decrypter do not share
the same key. In contrast “symmetric” key schemes utilize the
same key (or trivially transformed keys) for both encryption
and decryption. The Rivest, Shamir and Adleman (RSA)
algorithm is one type of public/private key pair cryptography
that is commonly used within the related arts, but it will be
recognized that the present invention is in no way limited to
the RSA algorithm or in fact asymmetric techniques.

Since the endorsement key pairs are asymmetric, the public
keys can be distributed without compromising the integrity of
the private keys. Accordingly, the endorsement key and cer-
tificate can be used to protect and verify the communication
between previously unknown parties (e.g., the mobile device,
and the local carrier update portal).

Successful completion of the foregoing exchange (e.g.,
mutual verification of the mobile device and the local carrier
update portal) ensures that both mobile device and the local
carrier update portal are legitimate, and now have a shared
session key. The shared session key is used to conduct a
secure session between the mobile device and the local carrier
update portal.

Referring back to FIG. 4, at step 404, the mobile device
requests, or is instructed to download one or more compo-
nents. In one embodiment various components may be pre-
loaded into the mobile device, to minimize the necessary
download size. For example, in one exemplary embodiment,
commonly used (including those components which are com-
mon across different full OS’s and eSIMs), and large sized
portions are pre-loaded into a mobile device during manufac-
ture; pre-loaded portions do not need to be downloaded and
can reduce package size. Accordingly, the mobile device does
not have to download components which have been pre-
loaded.

In one incarnation, the update portal analyzes the update
request (e.g., eSIM download, operating system download,
user account data download, etc.), user account information,
associated plans and services, and identification data and
responsively generates an appropriate update package. In
some variants, the update request is authorized and/or verified
before generating the update package.

At step 406, the update package is prepared. In one
embodiment, the update is split up into multiple packages for
easier delivery. At step 408, the update package(s) is/are
securely delivered over the air to the target. These packages
may include, in whole or in part, operating system compo-
nents, access control clients, user account data, etc. In one
exemplary embodiment, the mobile device downloads and/or
updates an access control client. In one variant, the access
control client is eSIM. Various types of eSIMs are configured
to emulate SIM (Subscriber Identity Module), USIM (Uni-
versal Subscriber Identity Module), RUIM (Removable User
Identity Module), etc. In some embodiments, the access con-
trol client may be determined at the time of transfer, such as
via a postponement scheme described within co-owned, co-
pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/353,227 filed on
Jan. 13, 2009, and entitled “POSTPONED CARRIER CON-
FIGURATION”, previously incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

In other embodiments, the mobile device downloads and/
or updates an operating system (OS) or OS components. For
example, such operating system components may include a
public or private key, a new cryptographic algorithm, an
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updated procedure for secure access, a new device certificate,
one or more other trusted vendor certificates, etc. For
example, it is appreciated that an access module that verifies
the identity of a communicating party, and grants a level of
access commensurate with the verified identity, may have any
number of modifications to the methods of verification, and/
or the levels of access that may be granted.

In yet other variants, the operating system components are
configured to support access control operation, but are not
directly related to access control. For example, common OS
services include file input and output, file management,
memory allocation, etc.

Atstep 408, upon receiving and authenticating the package
(s), the mobile device assembles and updates the components.
Thereatfter, the mobile device can establish a subscriber ses-
sion with the newly assembled/updated access control client,
where the subscriber session enables use of the operator’s
wireless network services. For example, an updated mobile
device can activate an updated eSIM to make voice calls,
receive and transmit user data, etc.

Referring now to FIG. 5, exemplary apparatus 500 useful
for implementing the methods of the present invention is
illustrated.

The exemplary UE apparatus of FIG. 5 is a wireless device
with a processor subsystem 502 such as a digital signal pro-
cessor, microprocessor, field-programmable gate array, or
plurality of processing components mounted on one or more
substrates. The processing subsystem may also include an
internal cache memory. The processing subsystem is con-
nected to a memory subsystem 504 including memory, which
may for example, include SRAM, flash and SDRAM compo-
nents. The memory subsystem may implement one or a more
of DMA type hardware, so as to facilitate data accesses as is
well known in the art. The memory subsystem contains com-
puter-executable instructions which are executable by the
processor subsystem.

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the
device can include of one or more wireless interfaces (506)
adapted to connect to one or more wireless networks. The
multiple wireless interfaces may support different radio tech-
nologies such as GSM, CDMA, UMTS, LTE/LTE-A,
WiMAX, WLAINT, Bluetooth, etc. by implementing the
appropriate antenna and modem subsystems.

The user interface subsystem 508 includes any number of
well-known /O including, without limitation: a keypad,
touch screen (e.g., multi-touch interface), LCD display, back-
light, speaker, and/or microphone. However, it is recognized
that in certain applications, one or more of these components
may be obviated. For example, PCMCIA card-type client
embodiments may lack a user interface (as they could piggy-
back onto the user interface of the host device to which they
are physically and/or electrically coupled).

In the illustrated embodiment, the device includes a secure
element 510 which contains and operates the eUICC appli-
cation. The eUICC is capable of storing and accessing a
plurality of access control clients, where the access control
clients are configured to authenticate the user to a respective
network. The secure element is accessible by the memory
subsystem at the request of the processor subsystem. The
secure element may also include a so-called “secure micro-
processor” or SM of the type well known in the security arts.

Furthermore, various realizations of the eUICC include an
access module configured to establish a secure connection
between the mobile device and a portal. In some embodi-
ments, the eUICC can establish a secure connection to a
portal, without the benefit of an existing eSIM, and even after
the user equipment is deployed. In one variant, the device has
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a distinct asymmetric endorsement key pair which is separate
from the symmetric key associated with any single eSIM (and
the MNO issuing the eSIM).

Referring back to FIG. 5, in one exemplary embodiment,
the access module is capable of receiving and storing com-
ponents for use with one or more access control clients. In one
exemplary embodiment, the secure element has an associated
endorsementkey. This endorsementkey is used to protect and
verify the communication between the mobile device and an
external update portal. In one such variant, the endorsement
key is a private key of an asymmetric public/private key pair.
The counterpart public key can be freely distributed without
compromising the integrity of the private key. In one such
variant, the device is assigned a public/private key. In another
such variant, the device internally generates a public/private
key pair. In alternate variants, the endorsement key is based
on a symmetric key algorithm. The endorsement key must be
carefully distributed to ensure the integrity of the endorse-
ment key.

Furthermore, various realizations of the exemplary
embodiment include a bootstrap operating system that is fur-
ther configured to select at least one access control client for
operation. In one variant, the bootstrap operating system may
verify the integrity of the access control client before execu-
tion. Furthermore, in one embodiment, the bootstrap OS is
configured to selectively store, select and execute, at least one
of multiple access control clients. In particular, various
implementations of the present invention are adapted to store
multiple eSIMs, and selectively enable an eSIM for operation
with the current network carrier.

While the foregoing methods and apparatus for delivering
an electronic identification components to a cellular device
are illustrated over a cellular network, it is readily appreciated
by those of ordinary skill, that other distribution schemes may
be similarly substituted. For example, in other variants, the
electronic identification components may be a distributed
over a local area network, or personal area network.

Itwill be recognized that while certain aspects of the inven-
tion are described in terms of a specific sequence of steps of
a method, these descriptions are only illustrative of the
broader methods of the invention, and may be modified as
required by the particular application. Certain steps may be
rendered unnecessary or optional under certain circum-
stances. Additionally, certain steps or functionality may be
added to the disclosed embodiments, or the order of perfor-
mance of two or more steps permuted. All such variations are
considered to be encompassed within the invention disclosed
and claimed herein.

While the above detailed description has shown, described,
and pointed out novel features of the invention as applied to
various embodiments, it will be understood that various omis-
sions, substitutions, and changes in the form and details of the
device or process illustrated may be made by those skilled in
the art without departing from the invention. The foregoing
description is of the best mode presently contemplated of
carrying out the invention. This description is in no way
meant to be limiting, but rather should be taken as illustrative
of the general principles of the invention. The scope of the
invention should be determined with reference to the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A mobile device, comprising:

a hardware processor configured to cause the mobile

device to carry out steps that include:

accessing first identification data associated with a
secure element included in the mobile device;

transmitting, to an update portal, the first identification
data to establish a set of access rights that enables the
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mobile device to access an operating system update
for an operating system installed within the mobile
device;
receiving, from the update portal, second identification
data associated with a wireless carrier; and
in response to authenticating the second identification
data:
downloading, into the secure element of the mobile
device, an operating system update, and
updating the operating system in accordance with the
operating system update to enable the mobile
device to access additional wireless services.

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein downloading the
operating system update comprises:

downloading one or more packages of which the operating

system update is comprised, and

assembling the operating system update using the one or

more packages.

3. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the operating
system update is selected by a user of the mobile device.

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the first identifi-
cation data and the second identification data are based on a
cryptographic key protocol.

5. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein, subsequent to
updating the operating system, the mobile device is permitted
to access one or more wireless services not previously avail-
able to the mobile device.

6. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein accessing the one
or more wireless services comprises placing or receiving a
voice call.

7. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein accessing the one
or more wireless services comprises accessing a wireless
network provided by the wireless carrier.

8. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein accessing the one
or more wireless services comprises accessing a media file
not stored by the mobile device.

9. The mobile device of claim 5, wherein the set of access
rights does not include access to the one or more wireless
services.

10. A mobile device, comprising:

a hardware processor configured to cause the mobile

device to carry out steps that include:

establishing an authorized data session with an update
portal, wherein the authorized data session is associ-
ated with a first set of access rights that enables the
mobile device to access one or more packages for
updating an access control client managed by a secure
element included in the mobile device;

downloading, from the update portal, the one or more
packages into the secure element of a mobile device;

updating the access control client in accordance with the
one or more packages to establish a second set of
access rights that enable the mobile device to authen-
ticate to a wireless network associated with the access
control client; and
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establishing subscriber session with the wireless net-
work establishing a subscriber session with the wire-
less network for accessing a data connection in accor-
dance with the second set of access rights.

11. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the authorized
data session comprises a mutual verification between the
mobile device and the update portal.

12. The mobile device of claim 11, wherein the mutual
verification comprises a cryptographic key protocol.

13. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the subscriber
session enables the mobile device to access one or more
customer services.

14. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the one or more
customer services comprises placing or receiving a voice call.

15. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the one or more
customer services comprises accessing a data connection pro-
vided by the wireless network.

16. The mobile device of claim 13, wherein the first set of
access rights do not enable the mobile device to authenticate
to the wireless network associated with the access control
client.

17. A wireless apparatus, comprising:

at least one wireless interface adapted to connect to at least

one wireless network provided by a wireless carrier;

a secure element associated with first identification data;

and

a hardware processor configured to cause the wireless

apparatus to:

carry out a mutual authentication with an update portal;

establish a set of access rights for accessing an operating
system update for an operating system installed
within the wireless apparatus;

download, from the update portal, the operating system
update; and

update the operating system in accordance with the
operating system update to enable the wireless appa-
ratus to access additional wireless services not avail-
able to the wireless apparatus prior to updating the
operating system.

18. The wireless apparatus of claim 17, wherein the oper-
ating system update is selected by a user of the wireless
apparatus.

19. The wireless apparatus of claim 17, wherein the carry-
ing out the mutual authentication comprises:

providing, to the update portal, first identification data

associated with the wireless apparatus, and

receiving, from the update portal, second identification

data associated with the update portal.

20. The wireless apparatus of claim 17, wherein the oper-
ating system is an operating system of the wireless apparatus,
an operating system of a secure element included in the wire-
less apparatus, or an operating system of an access control
client managed by the secure element.
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